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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE ASSIGNMENT OF VOA CORRESPONDENT TO 
JOHANNESBURG 

1 . ON APRIL 1 8 USIA ASSISTANT DIRECTOR FOR AFRICA, 

HORACE DAWSON, MET WITH DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY SEELYE 
AND AF/S DEPUTY DIRECTOR DENNIS KEOGH TO DISCUSS THE 
POSSIBILITY OF ASSIGNING A VOA CORRESPONDENT TO 
JOHANNESBURG. DAWSON WAS ACCOMPANIED BY DEPUTY ASSISTANT 
DIRECTOR ED HOLMES, VOA PROGRAM MANAGER SHELLENBERGER 
AND VOA DEPUTY DIRECTOR HANS TUCH. 

2. DAWSON STATED THE USIA VIEW THAT THE AGENCY WOULD 
VERY MUCH LIKE TO ASSIGN A FULL TIME STAFF CORRESPONDENT 
FOR VOA TO JOHANNESBURG. HE WAS STRONGLY SUPPORTED BY 
TUCH, WHO ARGUED THAT JOHANNESBURG IS THE OPTIMUM BASE 
FROM WHICH A CORRESPONDENT CAN COVER SOUTHERN AFRICA. 
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IT HAS THE BEST AIR TRANSPORTATION LINKS WITH ALL OF 
THE REGION, AND IS A COMMUNICATIONS CENTER. MOST OTHER 
NEWS SERVICES HAVE CORRESPONDENTS ASSIGNED THERE, WHICH 
PERMITS POOLING OF INFORMATION AND RESOURCES. MOREOVER, 

THE EVOLVING SITUATION IN SOUTH AFRICA IS WORTHY OF 
CLOSER NEWS COVERAGE BY VOA, AS ARE SOUTH AFRICAN 
ACTIVITIES AND ATTITUDES TOWARDS THE REST OF THE REGION. 
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3. USIA/VOA SUGGESTED THAT CORRESPONDENT, WHO WOULD BE 
FULL TIME VO A EMPLOYEE, WOULD NONETHELESS NOT HAVE 
OFFICIAL STATUS IN SOUTH AFRICA AS MEMBER OF OFFICIAL 

US GOVERNMENT COMMUNITY. HE WOULD TRAVEL ON A REGULAR 
PASSPORT, AND NOT RECEIVE ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES FROM 
THE EMBASSY. HE WOULD BE ACCREDITED TO THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN GOVERNMENT THROUGH THE FOREIGN PRESS ASSOCIATION, 
ONLY AS A CORRESPONDENT, AND NOT AS A US GOVERNMENT 
EMPLOYEE. 

4. TUCH ACKNOWLEDGED THAT VOA HAS BEEN WELL SERVED 
FOR THE PAST SEVERAL MONTHS BY STRINGER BARRY WOOD, 
ASSIGNED TO JOHANNESBURG BUT HE IS DEPARTING SOON. TUCH 
SAID THAT HAVING A FULL TIME STAFFER WAS PREFERABLE TO 
HAVING A STRINGER, IN ANY CASE, BECAUSE THE FULL TIME 
EMPLOYEE WOULD BE MORE FLEXIBLE AND MORE SUBJECT TO DIREC- 
TION BY VOA. TUCH ADDED THAT IN RECENT DISCUSSIONS WITH 
USIA OFFICIALS, YOU SAID THAT YOU WOULD BE WILLING TO 

HAVE A VOA CORRESPONDENT IN SOUTH AFRICA ONLY IF HE WERE 
NOT GIVEN OFFICIAL STATUS. 

5. WE WOULD LIKE YOUR VIEWS ABOUT VOA'S PROPOSAL IN THE 
LIGHT OF THE FOLLOWING CONSIDERATIONS: 

A. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT LOCATING A VOA CORRESPONDENT IN 
SOUTH AFRICA MIGHT RESULT IN AN OVER-EMPHASIS ON DEVELOP- 
MENTS IN SOUTH AFRICA IN HIS REPORTING, WHICH RISKS 
REINFORCING IMPRESSIONS OF US ASSOCIATION WITH THE SAG, 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 STATE 089723 

PARTICULARLY SINCE VOA COVERAGE IS ASSOCIATED IN MANY 
MINDS WITH US GOVERNMENT POLICY. WE WOULD NOTE THAT A VOA 
CORRESPONDENT S ACCESS TO THE BLACK COMMUNITY IS LIKELY 
TO BE LIMITED. 

B. ON THE OTHER HAND, A VOA CORRESPONDENT IS LIKELY TO 
FILE REPORTS WHICH ARE AT VARIANCE WITH VIEWS OF THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT. WHILE WE ARE WILLING TO ACCEPT 
THE CONCOMITANT DIFFICULTIES WITH THE SAG, WE ARE CON- 
CERNED THAT SUCH AN ASSIGNMENT COULD BE SHORTLIVED. 

C. A VOA CORRESPONDENT NOMINALLY NOT A US OFFICIAL WILL 
STILL BE IDENTIFIED WITH THE US GOVERNMENT EVEN IF NOT 

A MEMBER OF THE OFFICIAL FAMILY. 

6. WE DO NOT REPEAT NOT NECESSARILY CONSIDER THE FORE- 
GOING CONSIDERATIONS OVERRIDING AND WILL BE GUIDED 
PRIMARILY BY YOUR VIEWS. USIA ADVISED US THAT A SOUTH 
AFRICAN BASED CORRESPONDENT WOULD IN ANY CASE SPEND MUCH 
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OF HIS TIME OUTSIDE OF THE COUNTRY. IF YOUR RECOMMENDA- 
TION IS AFFIRMATIVE. PLEASE ADVISE IF YOU WOULD ALSO 
SUGGEST SPECIAL GUIDELINES OR LIMITATIONS WHICH SHOULD 
BE STIPULATED TO THE CORRESPONDENT IN ADDITION TO HIS 
HAVING NON-OFFICIAL STATUS. FOR EXAMPLE. WE ASSUME THAT 
HE WOULD NOT VISIT RHODESIA OR TRANSKEI, AND WOULD GO 
TO NAMIBIA ONLY WITH SPECIFIC PERMISSION FOR EACH TRIP. 

VANCE 
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